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May Prop Day
Celebrating Nurturing

W H A T’S IN SID E

Summer Porch Concert
Series Returns
Join us for three concerts featuring
jazz, rock and classical guitar.
̶ page 3

Historic Preservation
Month at the Propylaeum
Celebrate our historic property.
̶ page 5

Programs
All programs can be found on our
website at
www.thepropylaeum.org/progams

Mother, mentor, trusted friend. Who
has played one of these roles in your
life?
Come celebrate these women at our
May Prop Day Luncheon in the historic Carriage House at the Indianapolis Propylaeum. Following lunch,
guests will hear the inspiring story of
mother/daughter team Carrie and
Eva Abbot.
Tickets are available at
https://www.thepropylaeum.org/
programs
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MISSION STATEMENT

Note from the

The place that connects and celebrates
women.
GOALS
A welcoming place for women to use their
voice,
inspire leadership, connect with others, and
continue the legacy of women supporting
women.
Programs that offer opportunities for enrichment, education, exploration, culture, and
community.
Preserve and maintain the place that has
been the home for women since 1923.

Interim Executive Director
Investing in Community
During her presentation at the Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series, Ashley C. Ford challenged participants to
engage in the community and find their place within it.
Ashley’s comments caused me to reflect on the role of the
Propylaeum in the community. For over 130 years, we have
provided a place for women to meet and experience arts,
cultural, and civic programs. For nearly 100 years we have
been the steward of our historically significant property on
Delaware Street.
However, the most important element are the women who
have invested themselves to make the Propylaeum what it is
today. Thank you!
Rose Wernicke

Megan Anderson
Alex Barnstead
Jill Curtis
Veronica Embry
Lisa Hague

Kara Kavensky
Marjorie Kienle
Julie Petr
Karen Pfeiffer
Melissa Smith

BOARD OFFICERS
President: Susan Fasig
Vice President: Barb Richardson
Secretary: Angela Stephens Tarter
Treasurer: Althea Cooper
BOARD MEMBERS
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
External Relations: Barb Richardson
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facilities: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Althea Cooper
Financial Development: Megan Anderson &
Susan Fasig
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy
Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon
Photo by Megan Fasig.

Dedication of the Indiana Women’s Suffrage marker on the south lawn of the Statehouse.

Porch Concert Series—2022
The 2022 Porch Concert Series
returns to the Propylaeum this
summer. The concerts are free
and open to the public with arrival at 7 p.m. for finding seats,
and getting drinks and snacks.
Performances will start at 8 p.m.
A suggested donation of $15/
person is encouraged.
The series kicks off on Friday,
June 3 with Premium Blend. Having performed at the Propylaeum last summer, Premium Blend
is a modern jazz quartet that
combines traditional elements of
bebop, hard bop, r&b, and
groove in their original compositions. The band is led by Jared
Thompson and members include
Ryan Taylor and Steven Jones.

The July 8 concert features Sidewalk Souls, an Indianapolisbased rock band featuring six
veteran musicians. Although distinctively alternative rock at its
root, Sidwalk Souls’ music is
heavily laden with soul, reggae,
and a touch of Americana.
On August 12, guitarist John Alvarado will perform. His musical
interests also span a wide range,
including classical, jazz, flamenco, rock, Latin and more.
Find tickets on our website:
www.thepropylaeum.org/
programs.

Become a Porch
Concert Patron
Your support helps fund the continuation of the Porch Concert
Series and directly supports the
featured musicians. Consider supporting the 2022 Porch Concert
Series by choosing between two
levels:
Performance Patrons ($1,000) receive priority table seating for 12.
Gather your friends and family
and enjoy complimentary charcuterie boards and six bottles of
wine at your table!
Porch Concert Supporters ($150)
receive six complimentary drink
tickets and a Propylaeum picnic
blanket.
For more details, visit the ticketing
page at
www.thepropylaeum.org/
programs.

May Prop Day, continued
Carrie Abbott is the CEO/Founder of Newfangled Confections and owner of The Best Chocolate in Town. Carrie began her career in the sweets
industry after accidently creating her signature product, Frittle, when
creating a dessert for a wedding reception. Carrie then took her new
creation and from that Newfangled Confections was born in 2012. Carrie's business only grew from there and in 2020 she acquired a local artisan chocolatier, "The Best Chocolate in Town". Carrie's second daughter,
Eva, takes after her mother and has made quite a name for herself in
the baking industry around Indianapolis. Eva is currently a 9th grader at
Heritage Christian School and was recently featured in an article titled,
"Born with a Spatula in Hand" in the Edible Indy November 2021 magazine issue.
This luncheon will take place in the carriage house at the Indianapolis
Propylaeum. Lunch will be served from 12:00 - 1:00 PM. Following lunch,
Carrie and Eva Abbott will share about topics including, but not limited
to: the experience of being a woman business owner, Carrie and Eva's
special bond with baking, and what the future holds for the both of
them. Additionally, each guest will receive a complimentary Newfangled Confections dessert.
Tickets cost $45 for Propylaeum members and $50 for non-members.
RSVP due no later than Friday, May 13. This event has a maximum capacity for 50 guests Register at thepropylaeum.org/programs.

Yoga at the Prop Returns
Join us for a free, community yoga class led by instructor Abby Thompson. This class will take place in the 3rd
floor ballroom of the historic Indianapolis Propylaeum.
There will be mats available at the event, but attendees are encouraged to bring their own equipment.
This is a free, donations based community event. The
Indianapolis Propylaeum is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
whose mission is, "The place that connects and celebrates women". We carry out our mission through
Women's Leadership, Arts & Culture, and Historic
Preservation. Learn more at our website here.
About the instructor: Abby’s yoga practice began in
2014 when she found the physical practice something
that allowed her to reconnect with her body; helping
her lose the attachment to an outcome and just enjoying the process of movement. Over the years of
practicing yoga she has learned various styles as well
as functional movement that has created a unique
style of vinyasa yoga. Her goal as an instructor is to
provide a safe space for individuals to step into their
body and out of their mind. She hopes to allow for a
clearer connection to self and to help others enjoy the
process of their journey.

Employment
Opportunity
The Indianapolis Propylaeum is
actively seeking an Executive
Director.
You can find the job posting
on our website and Linkedin
page.
Interested candidates should
email their resume and cover
letter to the Interim Executive
Director, Rose Wernicke, at
rose.wernicke@thepropylaeu

Historic Preservation
Month
at the Propylaeum
May is Historic Preservation Month, and we have much to
celebrate at the Propylaeum.
For 99 years, the women of the Propylaeum have cared
for and maintained the 1891 mansion and carriage
house. Our occupation of the property has been a stabilizing presence in the Old Northside Neighborhood.
According to the 2018 Historic Preservation Plan prepared by RATIO Architects, “The house is significant for its
architecture as well as its association with the Indianapolis Woman’s Club. While the residential owners were all
noteworthy, the Propylaeum's length of ownership and
mission to educate and advance women surpasses the
multiple families that resided there.”

Join in the
Celebration!
Here are a few ways you can celebrate Preservation Month with us:


Come tour the property. Call for
an appointment 317-638-7881
ext. 4 or 5.



Watch the History and Architecture of the Propylaeum by Dr.
Jim Glass on our YouTube channel.



Take a stroll along Delaware
Street, from the Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site to 16th
Street, enjoying the historic
character of the neighborhood.



Find out more about the Old
Northside on their website:
www.oldnorthside.org.

CALENDAR
For more information and to register for
programs please visit our website
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs

May
12:
16:
18:

In Memorium

21:
24:

Gerry Solomon

Board Meeting. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. 10 a.m.
Prop Day Mother Daughter Lunch.
Noon.
Yoga at the Prop. 10 a.m.
Book Group. The Dollhouse by Fiona
Davis. Noon.

June

Although Gerry Solomon became a member of the
Propylaeum in 2013, his presence was at the Prop for
a long time. He and his wife Joanne held their
wedding reception at the Prop in 1986. He directed
traffic at the Talbott Street Art Fair parking event, sat
guard at the door during Easter Egg Hunts, and was
always willing to help at whatever Joanne
volunteered him to do.

3:
15:
15:
21:
22:
28:

Porch Concert . 7 p.m.
Prop Day Social. 2-4 p.m.
Historic Neighborhoods of
Indianapolis, Mile Square Plan. 7:00
p.m. online
Yoga at the Prop. 5:30 p.m.
Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis
Book Group. The Last Bookshop in
London by Madeline Martin. Noon.

Gerry passed away on April 4, 2022.

Nancy Miller Aiken

For allupcom ing events,follow us on:

1994 was a banner year for new members, and
Nancy joined the Propylaeum, along with many of
her dear friends. They lovingly called her Pinky.
Nancy passed away on April 14, 2022.

Membership

May Birthdays

Active Memberships contribute to the culture and social life
of the organization. Dues are partially tax deductible and
members may carry a monthly account, receive a 30% facility
rental discount for private events held at the Propylaeum,
receive special event pricing for Propylaeum Events, and enjoy
member benefits through Columbia Club reciprocity. Visit
thepropylaeum.org for more information.

15
19
28

Terry Mumford
Nora Spitznogle
Susan Fasig

* We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have
an upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday.

