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March is Women’s
History Month
WHAT’S INSIDE

Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series
Katrice Hardy, Execu ve Editor of the
IndyStar will speak in April.

The Indianapolis Propylaeum invites you to join
us for programs throughout the month of
March that highlight women and women’s history.
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May Wright Sewall Leadership
Award Recipients Announced
Cordelia Lewis Burks and Sallie Rowland
to be 2020 recipients of MWS Award.
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As the premier women’s history organiza on in
Indianapolis, the Propylaeum celebrates and
promotes women through high-quality programming the focuses on women’s leadership,
arts and culture, and historic preserva on.
For more informa on about the Propylaeum
and programming please visit
www.thepropylaeum.org.

Coming Events
Find all events at the Propylaeum here or
by visi ng www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.
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Na onal Woman Suﬀrage Associa on. May Wright Sewall second from
le . Library of Congress
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Historic Neighborhoods of
Indianapolis: The Indiana Album
Unearthing Indiana’s Past in Grandma’s A c.
Join us on March 24, 2021, for the third in‐
stallment of the Propylaeum Historic
Neighborhoods of Indianapolis program
featuring Joan Hostetler, Indiana Album
founder. Indiana Album’s Founding Director
Joan Hostetler will share interes ng and
insigh ul images from the Album.
Many of Indiana’s most important historic
images aren’t in museums—they’re in the
a cs and shoeboxes. One‐of‐a‐kind photos
of ancestors’ homes, grandpa’s hardware,
Joan Hostetler
buildings under construc on, or everyday life
appear regularly on social media and genealo‐
gy sites, but are not of high‐enough quality to publish and nearly impossi‐
ble to search. Worried about the loss of this heritage, the non‐profit
Indiana Album formed to copy, catalog, and share these images in
Indiana's digital community archive at www.indianaalbum.com.

CALENDAR
All acƟviƟes listed in the calendar will be web-only. For
more informaƟon and to register for programs please visit
our website www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents

March
6:

11:
15:
17:
23:
24:

Women’s Literary Tea featuring The Notorious Mrs.
Clem: Murder and Money in the Gilded Age by
Wendy Gamber. 3 p.m.
Board of Directors Mee ng. Contact Rose
Wernicke. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Virtual Prop Day featuring Dr. Laura Merrifield
Wilson. Noon
Book Group. Lady in Wai ng by Anne Glenconner.
Contact Cathy Michel. Noon.
Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis: Indiana
Album with Joan Hostetler. 7 p.m.

April
8:
8:
19:
21:
27:
28:

Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series
featuring Katrice Hardy. 7 p.m.
Board of Directors Mee ng. Contact Rose
Wernicke. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Prop Day. Lunch and Learn. Noon.
Book Group. The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek by Kim Michele Richardson. Noon.
Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis.7 p.m.

For all upcoming events, follow us on:

To make a dona on to Honor a Significant Women, please contact Liz Ellis
at liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org or call 31‐638‐7881 x5.

Membership
Ac ve Memberships contribute to the culture and social life of the
organiza on. Dues are par ally tax deduc ble and members may carry a
monthly account, receive a 30% facility rental discount for private events held
at the Propylaeum, receive special event pricing for Propylaeum Events, and
enjoy member benefits through Columbia Club reciprocity. Visit
thepropylaeum.org for more informa on.

March Birthdays
1 Cathy Michel
6 Sharon Reynolds
20 Shirley Roberts
23 Linda Carlen

25 Janice Radford
31 Grace Long
31 Danielle Reed

*We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have an
upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday.
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“Have We Come A Long Way, Baby?”
Prop Day Lunch & Learn Featuring Dr. Laura Merrifield Wilson
Join the Indianapolis Propylaeum and Women 4 Change Indiana on
Wednesday March 17 as we hear Dr. Laura Merrifield Wilson,
Associate Professor of Poli cal Science at the University of
Indianapolis present “Have We Come a Long Way, Baby? Examining the
Role of Women in Poli cs Since Suﬀrage.” Wilson’s half hour talk will con‐
clude with an opportunity for ques ons from the audience.

Dr. Laura Merrifield
Wilson

Women comprise a majority of the popula on, yet remain underrepresent‐
ed within American government. They represent a minority in oﬃces at
federal and state levels. Indiana trails most na onal numbers and remains
one of only 5 states in the country to never have a female governor or sena‐
tor. This cri cal lack of representa on certainly does not reflect a void of
talent but it does press the larger ques on of “why?” Addressing this prob‐
lem by explaining key research findings, exploring larger trends, and analyz‐
ing influen al factors will enable us to work toward encouraging and
elec ng more women in poli cs.

Wilson’s talk bridges historical narra ves with current sta s cs in exploring and understanding why there
are not more women in Indiana poli cs and how we can address this cri cal underrepresenta on. This is
an important message because it builds on the founda onal concepts pursued by the suﬀrage movement
in terms of gender equality, taking them a step further in examining the role of women and their lack of
parity in public oﬃce.
To register visit www.thepropylaeum/upcoming events.

Women Behind the Scenes at the Prop
Thousands of women have made their mark on the Propylaeum, but the many women who worked be‐
hind the scenes to support and aid the opera ons of the organiza on throughout the years have not
been recognized. Along with their roles as wives, mothers, and widows, these women worked as curator,
club manager, secretary, business manager, oﬃce worker, cook, tea room manager, waitress and maid at
the Prop. The long‐term service of these women maintained the property and allowed the organiza on
to run smoothly.

Propylaeum
Signature
Logo Wear
Show your support with
Propylaeum logo wear
A selec on of Propylaeum
signature logo merchandise
and apparel is available
online at h ps://
www.aproposcustomproducts.c
om/propylaeum or call the
Propylaeum oﬃce for a list of
available items.
317‐638‐7881
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MISSION STATEMENT
The place that connects and celebrates women.
GOALS
A welcoming place for women to use their voice,
inspire leadership, connect with others, and con nue
the legacy of women suppor ng women.
Programs that oﬀer opportuni es for enrichment,
educa on, explora on, culture, and community.
Preserve and maintain the place that has been the
home for women since 1923.
OFFICERS
Rose Wernicke, President
pegg kennedy, Vice President
Susan Fasig, Treasurer
Angela Stephens Tarter, Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Alex Barnstead
Veronica Embry
Lisa Hague
Marjorie Kienle
Cathy Michel

President’s Le er
Women’s History Month oﬀers the chance to celebrate but also reflect on who
the history makers are in our lives. At the Prop, founder May Wright Sewall is
at the forefront, however, all women who have been part of the organiza on
contribute to the rich history of what we have oﬀered to members, guests, and
the Indianapolis community. In this newsle er we present history makers of
today and recognize those who have previously been behind the scenes. I en‐
courage you to consider the female history makers in your sphere and congrat‐
ulate you for your contribu on to history!
Rose Wernicke

Karen Pfeiﬀer
Debra Renkens
Barb Richardson
Melissa Smith

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
External Rela ons: Barb Richardson
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facili es: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Susan Fasig
Financial Development:
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon
STAFF
Execu ve Director: Liz Ellis
Marke ng & Events Coordinator: LaurieAnne Perez
Facili es Manager: Janice Radford

Note from the Execu ve Director
Be a Part of History
March is Women’s History Month and a great me to join genera ons of women
and become a member of the Propylaeum. For over 130 years the Propylaeum has
been an intricate part of the history of women in Indianapolis. From the very be‐
ginning, the Propylaeum has been the place for women and women’s group to
meet in Indianapolis for enrichment and civic engagement.
Today, membership supports our mission and our program focus of women’s lead‐
ership, arts and culture, and historic preserva on. For more informa on please
visit www.thepropylaeum.org

Liz Ellis

