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ISO String Quartet to
Play at the Prop
WHAT’S INSIDE

MWS Leadership Award Event
May Wright Sewall Leadership Award to
recognize Cordelia Lewis-Burks and Sallie
Rowland.
̶ page 3

Mansion Repairs
Following a leak, repairs were made to
the bridal suite at the prop.

̶ page 5

Coming Events
Find all events at the Propylaeum here or
by visiting www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.
̶ page 6

Bring your blanket and chairs and gather
family and friends for a beautiful evening
under the stars. The Indianapolis
Propylaeum will host a string quartet
from the ISO on Friday, July 9. Gates open
at 7 p.m. and the concert begins at 8
p.m.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The place that connects and celebrates women.
GOALS
A welcoming place for women to use their voice,
inspire leadership, connect with others, and continue
the legacy of women supporting women.
Programs that offer opportunities for enrichment,
education, exploration, culture, and community.

President’s Letter
I thoroughly enjoyed the Porch Concert last month. My experience of the beautiful setting, the relaxed, diverse crowd, and the jazz music, embodies what the
Prop is all about: a historic gathering place that is flexible for indoor and outdoor events; a gathering of the community of people, comfortable enough to
enjoy their circle of friends and mingle and meet others; and an enriching program. I invite you to come and experience the Prop, in person or online.

Preserve and maintain the place that has been the
home for women since 1923.
OFFICERS
Rose Wernicke, President
Susan Fasig, Vice President/President Elect
Lisa Hague, Treasurer
Angela Stephens Tarter, Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Megan Anderson
Alex Barnstead
Veronica Embry
pegg kennedy
Marjorie Kienle

Rose Wernicke

Karen Pfeiffer
Debra Renkens
Barb Richardson
Melissa Smith

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
External Relations: Barb Richardson
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facilities: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Lisa Hague
Financial Development: Megan Anderson &
Susan Fasig
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon
STAFF
Executive Director: Liz Ellis
Marketing & Events Coordinator: LaurieAnne Perez
Facilities Manager: Janice Radford
Bulletin Editor: Liz Ellis

Note from the Executive Director
Opening the Prop
We are all anxious to get back to the Propylaeum, attend programs and
see friends. We ask for grace over the next several months as we continue
to navigate the post-COVID world and transition to a new normal as it relates to health and safety, rising food and service costs, and staff working
remotely.

For the next several months we will remain open by appointment only.
Programs will remain on-line or scheduled outdoors, private events will be
held based on regulatory guidelines, and small groups, committees and
tours are welcomed by appointment only.
As things change, we will continue to provide updates through the newsletter and on our website. You are also always welcome to contact me
directly at 317-638-7881x 5 (office), 317-701-6837 (cell), or by email at
liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org.
Liz Ellis

May Wright Sewall Leadership Award to be Held AuPlease join us for the Propylaeum’s virtual ceremony celebrating our May Wright Sewall Leadership Award recipients, Ms. Cordelia
Lewis-Burks and Ms. Sallie Rowland, on August 19 at 7:00 p.m.
The May Wright Sewall Leadership Award is given to outstanding women in Indiana who exude the spirit of May Wright Sewall. The
Indianapolis Propylaeum is proud to honor Cordelia Lewis-Burke and Sallie Rowland with the 2021 May Wright Sewall Leadership Award.
These women’s accomplishments have impacted the lives of girls and women through their work in both the public and private sector.
Both recipients have been tireless advocates, mentoring countess men and women during their impressive pioneering careers and providing guidance through their volunteer activities. These women have made Indianapolis a more diverse and equitable place for women in
the workplace.
Due to COVID restrictions, this event is being held virtually this year. We hope that it can resume in person next year. Admission is free.
If you donate at the $25 level for this event, you will receive a leather Propylaeum coaster. Donations made at the $125-level, Sewall
Supporters, will receive a gift bag. Sponsors and advertisers are still being accepted for this event. You can register for this event at
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs.
Cordelia Lewis‐Burks is known for
serving the community by educating and empowering others
though the political process and her
union organizing. Her commitment
has been to provide leadership and
dignity for working families in the
struggle for equality and economic
justice though the vote and pay
equity. She has served as Vice
Chairwoman of the Indiana
Cordelia Lewis-Burks Democratic Party and as a precinct
committee‐woman for over forty
years. She believes there is only one day of the year when all
people are equal— that day is Election Day if they are registered to vote.
She has received numerous acknowledgments for her
work including Indiana’s highest honor, The Sagamore of the
Wabash. Her lifetime of service honors the spirit of May
Wright Sewall.

From the time she graduated from
Indiana University in 1954, Sallie
Rowland has been known as an innovator in interior design, a historic
preservationist, and a highly respected
female entrepreneur. Throughout her
career, she has combined her talent
for design with a strong business acumen, and service to the community.
Sallie was the first woman to serve as
president of the Indianapolis Historic
Preservation Commission, the first
Sallie Rowland
woman to serve as President of the
Economic Club of Indianapolis and the first woman to chair the
United Way Campaign for Central Indiana.
She is recipient of many of awards, including the Indiana
University School of Business Hall of Fame, “Laureate” for the
Central Indiana Business Hall of Fame, and the first “Honored
Legend IN Design.” to name a few. Sallie Rowland, ASID, is a trailblazer and a May Wright Sewall recipient for 2021.

Propylaeum Hosts Styled Photo Shoot
The Propylaeum worked with wedding photographer Kristen Bowen for a styled editorial shoot with major Bridgerton vibes.
Below is a portion of the publication from the Kristen Bowen Photography website.
“This shoot took place at the beautiful Indianapolis Propylaeum, which is an undiscovered gem of Indianapolis. Many brides
don’t realize that there is a European style manor home ready for them to host their wedding in Downtown Indianapolis. This historic home housed Women’s Rights Activists and is now
used for weddings, Bed and Breakfasts, and historical tours.
One of the unique parts of the Propylaeum is that every
room has a fireplace and a distinct theme, so being able to
host an event here is unlike any other venue you will find.
The vision for the shoot was an intimate, European style
wedding and dinner, almost as if it was being hosted by the
family that lived in this manor home. We follow the bride
into many different rooms as she prepares for her wedding
day, sets the table, and reads notes from her lover. It really
allowed us to slow down and focus on the anticipation that
a bride feels on the wedding day and how excited she is to
be joined with her future spouse.”
HoneyFox Films also created a 3-minute highlight film
which can be viewed here.
https://vimeo.com/555825827
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Bridal Suite Flooring and Bathroom Repaired
Water leaks and lengthy repairs are nothing new to those who own an historic property.
Earlier this year a water leak in the second-floor bridal suite (what would have been the
master bedroom of the home) caused damage to the ceiling in the entryway and southeast
room. To repair the pipes, the floor of the bathroom and part of the floor of the bridal suite
had to be removed. To repair the damage, the tile floor, hardwood floor, and plaster and
decorative ceiling paint had to be restored.
Connor and Company finished repairs in early June and the results are stunning. The rooms
are now ready for summer brides and overnight guests.

2021
New Propylaeum
Members
Megan Anderson
manderson@onecause.com
Marge Crouch
marge@margecrouch.com

Nancy Fitzgerald-Bellovary
dbellovary@sbcglobal.net
Linda Foster
indianlindaf@aol.com
Sharon Butsch Freeland
Sharon.b.freeland@sbcglobal.net

Sandy Hurt
sandyhurt4@gmail.com
Jody Kluender
letmepray4u@hotmail.com
Joy Mason
jmason@optimistindy.com

First International Pages at the Prop
On June 16th the Propylaeum hosted our first
ever International Pages at the Prop featuring Maliha Abidi. Abidi is a Pakistani
American neuro-science student in London
who has written books about underrepresented and incredible Pakistani women,
painted a piece of art of the 100 most iconic
women of history, and created a non-profit
focused on mental health. During her program, she spoke of her inspiration to write
and illustrate her first book, Pakistan for
Women, to combat the stark lack of representation of women leaders in a wide variety
of fields/careers in her home country, as well
as a response to the doctor-bride phenomenon perpetuated by many Pakistani families. Abidi
also spoke of the push-back she received when working on this project, “There are so many
people not only benefiting from but profiting off of women doubting themselves.” In an extended Q and A session, Abidi shared that she hopes readers of her book “Come for the colors
(in her artwork), stay for the stories, and are inspired by the women (that she featured in the
book.)” Abidi concluded the program touching on the idea of intersectional feminism and the
layered complexities that women face. A recording of this program is available on YouTube.

Tiffany Turner
Tiffany_joat@yahoo.com

Propylaeum membership
supports our mission as the
place that connects and
celebrates women.
Membership is quick, easy,
and affordable. For
information on how you can
become a member
www.thepropylaeum.org/
membership
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Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis

CALENDAR

Rediscovering the Neighborhoods of Saturday:
Stories of Interracial Cooperation on
Indianapolis’ Southside

For more information and to register for programs please
visit our website www.thepropylaeum.org/programs

If you drive south on Meridian Street
from downtown, once you cross
McCarty Street, you will encounter an
odd mix of empty lots and mismatched
structures. You will drive under the I-70
overpass, which cuts an angry swath
across an area that had once been
made up of a dense conglomeration of
houses and small businesses. Who lived
in those houses and what kinds of businesses and institutions once occupied these now-empty lots? In this
talk, Dr. Susan B. Hyatt will share some of the little-known stories of
the former Jewish and African-American neighbors, who created and
shared a vibrant community on the near southside. We will also look
at images of the buildings, most of which are long gone, that once
shaped both the social life and the material landscape of this Indianapolis neighborhood.

July

Join us on July 28, at 7 p.m. Register at www.thepropylaeum/
programs.

24:

9:
19:
21:

Porch Concert featuring ISO String Quartet. 8 p.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Prop Day. Lunch and Learn. Colton Pedro,
Indianapolis Art Center. Noon. Online program.
Book Group. Daughters of Yalta by Catherine
Grace Katz. Contact Cathy Michel. Noon.
Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis: Old
Southside. 7 p.m. Online program.

27:

28:

August
12:
13:
16:
19:

25:

Board of Directors Meeting. 11:30 a.m.
Porch Concert featuring Forward Motion. 8 p.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
May Wright Sewall Leadership Award online
program. 7 p.m.
Book Group. Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro.
Noon. Online program.
Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis.
7 p.m. Online program.

Summer Programs at the Prop
The Propylaeum kicked-off summer programs with a bang! Beginning
June 4, the Propylaeum hosted renowned jazz musician Jared Thompson
and his band Premium Blend, as the beginning of our Porch Concert Series.
Following that program, the Propylaeum hosted a virtual Pages at the Prop
featuring author and artist Maliha Abidi, from her home in London. Rounding out June, the Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis program continued with Garfield Park.
We’re only getting started! Make plans to attend a live Porch Concert,
virtual Historic Neighborhoods program, or our virtual May Wright Sewall
Leadership award event honoring two outstanding women in Indianapolis,
Cordelia Lewis Burks and Sallie Rowland.

Gift Baskets Needed for Salon
Auction
Salon Society Committee is seeking gift baskets for the
2021 auction. We are asking members to consider creating a basket of new items, gift certificates, wine, etc. to
be auctioned as part of the Propylaeum’s largest fund
raising event.
For more information, contact Cathy Michel, Salon
Chair at clmichel52@att.net.

Whether arts and culture, women’s leadership, or historic
preservation, the Indianapolis Propylaeum has outstanding programs that everyone is sure to enjoy.

Membership
Active Memberships contribute to the culture and social life of the
organization. Dues are partially tax deductible and members may carry a
monthly account, receive a 30% facility rental discount for private events held
at the Propylaeum, receive special event pricing for Propylaeum Events, and
enjoy member benefits through Columbia Club reciprocity. Visit
thepropylaeum.org for more information.

For all upcoming events, follow us on:

July Birthdays
3
15
18

Libby D’Alton
Marilyn Goeke
Rhonda Impink

22
25

Penny Conner
Kandy Kinker

*We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have an
upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday.

