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Prop Day to Feature
Joy E. Mason
WHAT’S INSIDE

Women’s Literary Tea
Women’s Literary Tea to feature Dr.
Wendy Gamber to be held in March.
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Historic Neighborhoods of
Indianapolis
Historic Neighborhoods Series con nues
with Lockerbie Square.

Join us for Prop day on Wednesday February 17
when we will hear from Joy E. Mason, popular
author, keynote speaker, encourager, ar st and
business owner who has helped women reclaim
their confidence and live more joyfully. In her
popular book, Purpose: A Shi from Driving It to
Embracing It, she courageously shares her personal roadmap to ge ng oﬀ the treadmill of a
purpose-driven life. Joy inspires a growing tribe
of women with the counterintui ve mo o that
purpose is not driven; it’s embraced.
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From 1988 to 2017, Joy worked at Eli Lilly and
Company while also balancing a busy family life.

Coming Events
Find all events at the Propylaeum here or
by visi ng www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.
̶ page 4

con nued on page 4
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MISSION STATEMENT
The place that connects and celebrates women.
GOALS
A welcoming place for women to use their voice,
inspire leadership, connect with others, and con nue
the legacy of women suppor ng women.
Programs that oﬀer opportuni es for enrichment,
educa on, explora on, culture, and community.
Preserve and maintain the place that has been the
home for women since 1923.
OFFICERS
Rose Wernicke, President
pegg kennedy, Vice President
Susan Fasig, Treasurer
Angela Stephens Tarter, Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Alex Barnstead
Veronica Embry
Lisa Hague
Marjorie Kienle
Cathy Michel

President’s Le er
In the last several months I have taken the opportunity to sort through the
archives of the Propylaeum. While the organiza on is 130+ years old, we have
gone through many changes, although our core iden ty has stayed the same.
The Propylaeum moved in physical loca on, and the people involved in the
organiza on constantly changed to make way for new and unexpected
circumstances: exploring the meaning of membership, the needs of
contemporary women, and the evolving culture of the community. At each
stage of growth, the founda on became stronger as the place that connects
and celebrates women.
Rose Wernicke

Karen Pfeiﬀer
Debra Renkens
Barb Richardson
Melissa Smith

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
External Rela ons: Barb Richardson
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facili es: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Susan Fasig
Financial Development:
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon

There are so many ways to get involved with the Propylaeum. Whether you
have an abundance of me to volunteer or want to help with a special event
or program, we have a place for you!

STAFF
Execu ve Director: Liz Ellis
Marke ng & Events Coordinator: LaurieAnne Perez
Facili es Manager: Janice Radford

Do you have a special skill you would like to share, like PR, fundraising, wri ng,
or even the ability to reach out to members and friends? Call or email me, or
any board member, we would be happy to talk with you about how you can
become more engaged.

Note from the Execu ve Director
So Many Ways to Get Involved

All volunteer opportuni es take place from the comfort of you home un l we
feel safe to gather again.
Remember, the more you put in—the more you get out!

Liz Ellis
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Women’s Literary Tea
On March 6, join us for the story of The Notorious Mrs. Clem, as
Wendy Gamber weaves the life and mes of a charming and persuasive
Gilded Age confidence woman, who became famous not only as an ac‐
cused murderess but also as an i nerant peddler of patent medicine
and the supposed originator of the Ponzi scheme. In her work Dr.
Wendy Gamber, chair of the Department of History at Indiana
University in Bloomington, explores women’s place in an evolving urban
economy in the mid‐nineteenth century. Tickets available at h ps://
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs.
Book Synopsis:
In September 1868, the remains of Jacob and Nancy Jane Young were
found lying near the banks of Indiana’s White River. Suspicion for both
deaths turned to Nancy Clem, a housewife who was also one of Mr.
Young’s former business partners. The Notorious Mrs. Clem, chronicles
the life and mes of this charming and persuasive Gilded Age confidence woman, who became famous not only as an accused murderess but
also as an i nerant peddler of patent medicine and the supposed originator of the Ponzi scheme. Clem’s story is a shocking tale of friendship
and betrayal, crime and punishment, courtroom drama and par san poli cking, get‐rich‐quick schemes and shady business deals. It also rais‐
es fascina ng ques ons about women’s place in an evolving urban economy. Based on extensive sources, including newspapers, trial docu‐
ments, and local histories, this gripping account of a seemingly typical woman who achieved extraordinary notoriety will appeal to true crime
lovers and historians alike.

Mason con nued……..
While successful, the some mes‐
diﬃcult naviga on of a corporate
environment contributed to ex‐
posing what felt like a paradox
between wan ng to be profes‐
sionally successful and wan ng to
feel purposeful and fulfilled.
Joy began closing the gap be‐
tween the crippling illusion of
what she was supposed to be and
Joy E. Mason
the libera ng truth of who she
was, by successfully execu ng an aggressive plan to re re at
the age of 50. Joy is now more inten onal about living
authen cally and joyfully. She started her own training and
consul ng business, Op mist Business Solu ons, LLC, trav‐
els around the world, and she inspires women to embrace
that the idea that every process can be improved, every
problem can be solved, and every life has purpose. Joy
shows professional women the roadmap they’ve been look‐
ing for to finally live a life of purpose, power, and joy.
Purchase Joy’s book on Amazon
h ps://www.amazon.com/Purpose‐Driving‐Embracing‐Joy‐
Mason‐ebook

Historic Neighborhoods of
Indianapolis: Lockerbie Square
The Revitaliza on of Indianapolis’ First
Historic District.
Lockerbie Square, abu ng Indi‐
anapolis’ Mile Square, is a vibrant
neighborhood with tree‐lined
cobblestone and brick streets
filled with cozy co ages to large
homes. The oldest surviving
neighborhood in Indianapolis, it
was home to the famous Hoosier
poet James Whitcomb Riley. Join
us for a visual tour of some of the
neighborhood’s architectural
Marjorie Kienle
gems with photos and stories.
Our journey, will take us from its
early history though its revitaliza on in the 1970s and 1980s
following a deep post WWII decline, to the charming and in‐
vi ng neighborhood it is today. Our presenter, Propylaeum
Board Member, Marjorie Kienle, restored a home in Lockerbie
Square with her husband in 1976. The Kienles have been
highly involved in historic preserva on for over 50 years.

For all upcoming events, follow us on:

6

Celebra ng Black History Month
with the Community

CALENDAR
All ac vi es listed in the calendar will be web‐only. For
more informa on and to register for programs please visit
our website www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents

Check out these op ons:
Indianapolis Public Library – Meet the Ar st Series of virtual
events including musician Goldie Ingram and a fashion show
coordinated by Ms. Nicole Rene h ps://www.indypl.org/
blog/for‐adults/meet‐the‐ar sts

February
4:
11:

Madame Walker Legacy Center Black History Month at the
Madame Walker Legacy Center

15:
17:
23:
24:

Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series
featuring Dr. Allison Barber. 7 p.m.
Board of Directors Mee ng. Contact Rose
Wernicke. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Prop Day. Lunch and Learn featuring Joy E. Mason.
Noon.
Book Group. The Notorious Mrs. Clem: Murder and
Money in the Gilded Age by Wendy Gamber. Noon.
Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis: Lockerbie
Square with Marjorie Kienle. 7 p.m.

March
6:

11:
15:
17:

Indianapolis Council of Women

23:

On Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., the Indianapolis Council of
Women will hold their monthly mee ng, virtually via Zoom. Sheila
Kennedy, noted a orney and Professor of Law and Policy at IUPUI, will
speak on Universal Basic Income. UBI is a topic introduced to many
Americans by former Presiden al candidate Andrew Yang. A orney
Kennedy, a prolific author, publishes a daily blog at
ww.sheilakennedy.net.

Women’s Literary Tea featuring The Notorious Mrs.
Clem: Murder and Money in the Gilded Age by
Wendy Gamber. 3 p.m.
Board of Directors Mee ng. Contact Rose
Wernicke. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Virtual Prop Day featuring Dr. Laura Merrifield
Wilson. Noon
Book Group. Lady in Wai ng by Anne Glenconner.
Contact Cathy Michel. Noon.

Women’s Literary Tea Silent Auc on
We invite you once again to join us for our silent auc on to
benefit the Indianapolis Propylaeum. In conjunc on with our
Women’s Literary Tea, the auc on will begin on March 1 at noon,
and end on March 6 at 6 p.m. Auc on items include books, tea set,
novel es, gi cer ficates, and more.

All Propylaeum members are invited to a end. Since the Indianapolis
Propylaeum is a member of the Indianapolis Council of Women, all Prop
members are by extension welcome to a end mee ngs. For addi onal
informa on, please contact the Propylaeum’s representa ve to the
ICW, Diane Tolliver, at Tolliverd@aol.com.

To register please visit h p:/propylaeum.cbo.io. Once the auc on
opens on March 1 you will able to begin bidding.
For more informa on please contact Diane Tolliver at
Tolliverd@aol.com

Membership
Ac ve Memberships contribute to the culture and social life of the
organiza on. Dues are par ally tax deduc ble and members may carry a
monthly account, receive a 30% facility rental discount for private events held
at the Propylaeum, receive special event pricing for Propylaeum Events, and
enjoy member benefits through Columbia Club reciprocity. Visit
thepropylaeum.org for more informa on.

February Birthdays
5
14

Eleanora Medve‐Powell
Mar Shuck

17
21

Debbie Peek
Julie Petr

*We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have an
upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday.

