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Billie Dragoo Opens
Women’s Enrichment
Series

WHAT’S INSIDE

Thinking Outside the Box
New programs and uses of Propylaeum
facili es and space will help the organizaon move forward.

̶ page 5

Swing States
Propylaeum hosts live virtual program
with renowned jazz violinist Regina
Carter.
̶ page 6

Coming Events
Find all events at the Propylaeum here or
by visi ng www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.
̶ page 3

Billie Dragoo, founder and CEO of RepuCare,
will kick‐oﬀ the 2020‐2021 Marilyn K. Glick
Women’s Enrichment Series on October 8 at 7
p.m. live via Zoom.
Dragoo was named one of the top 10 women
entrepreneurs in the US and was invited by the
President of the United States to a end the
Global Entrepreneurship Summit.
Dragoo has built her career and reputa on on
helping women in business. . Her passion for
“raising women up” was the inspira on to co‐
found the Indiana Conference for Women, the
largest women’s conference in the Midwest.
Tickets are available at
www.thepropylaeum.org/upcomingevents
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MISSION STATEMENT
The place that connects and celebrates women.
GOALS
A welcoming place for women to use their voice,
inspire leadership, connect with others, and con nue
the legacy of women suppor ng women.
Programs that oﬀer opportuni es for enrichment,
educa on, explora on, culture, and community.
Preserve and maintain the place that has been the
home for women since 1923.
OFFICERS
Rose Wernicke, President
pegg kennedy, Vice President
Susan Fasig, Treasurer
Chris ne Smith, Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Alex Barnstead
Holly Davis
Veronica Embry
Lisa Hague
Marjorie Kienle
Cathy Michel

President’s Le er
The board discussed programs at our September mee ng. Although the
delivery method has dras cally changed, we con nue to oﬀer a highquality array of arts and culture and women’s leadership programs. Consider what we oﬀered in September, including a concert from the porch
featuring musicians from the ISO, and a discussion with Judith Thomas
about reestablishing the face of Black culture in the city. Programs such as
these reach an ever-increasing audience and diverse par cipa on, aligning
with our mission as the place that connects and celebrates women. I look
forward to con nued growth along with you all.
Rose Wernicke

Karen Pfeiﬀer
Debra Renkens
Barb Richardson
Melissa Smith
Tiﬀany Talbert

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
External Rela ons: Barb Richardson
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facili es: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Susan Fasig
Financial Development: Holly Davis
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon
STAFF
Execu ve Director: Liz Ellis
Marke ng & Events Coordinator: LaurieAnne Perez
Facili es Manager: Janice Radford

Note from the Execu ve Director
Looking forward to Salon
Salon Society 2020 promises to be an extraordinary aﬀair. The virtual
program will feature performances from the Propylaeum Quartet with the
ISO, the Indianapolis Opera, NoExit Performance, and spoken word ar st
Okara Imani. Digital copies of the performances will be available in our
“Salon in a Box” promo on. This program is not-to-be-missed!
A virtual online auc on will feature private tours of several historic
buildings and neighborhoods of Indianapolis, as well as gi cards, and
other guest favorites. Auc on catalogues will be sent to all members and
guests with instruc ons for bidding online.
Liz Ellis

Exploring the
Culture of
Indiana Avenue

Swing States: An Evening of Jazz
and VoƟng Rights
Regina Carter, mul ‐GRAMMY
nominee, MacArthur Fellow
“genius”, and Doris Duke Award
recipient, violinist will perform a
virtual program for the Propylaeum.

egina Carter, joined by mul GRAMMY award winning musicians John Davesa (trumpet,
flugelhorn) and Kabir
Sehgal (bass, percussion), will perform
pieces from the newly released album
“Swing States: Harmony in the
Ba leground” live in a virtual
performance hosted by the Indianapolis
Propylaeum on Thursday, October 29
beginning at 7 p.m.

R

The program will include performances ,
discussion, and live Q&A about the album,
it’s impact, and the importance of vo ng
and vo ng rights in what may be the most
consequen al elec on of our me. The
album also includes musicians Harvey
Mason (drums) and Jon Ba ste (piano)
who leads the house band on The Late
Show with Stephen Colbert.
The album features reimagined jazz rendions of oﬃcial (and some unoﬃcial)
songs from ba leground states that may

determine the elec on, including
“Swanee River” and “Rocky Mountain
High.” Carter, from Detroit, includes
“Dancing in the Streets” to represent
Michigan and the civil rights anthem
“We Shall Overcome.”
The program is free to the public but
registra on is required at
www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.
Click here to hear or purchase the album: h ps://lnk.to/swingstates
For sponsorship informa on please
contact Liz Ellis at
liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org.

Judith Thomas, featured speaker for
September Prop Day, established
herself as a Cultural Architect by
crea ng Judith & Co., a consul ng
firm focused on celebra ng the rich
diversity of Arts & Culture. Thomas
shared her vision of reviving the
history and culture of the tradi onal
Black neighborhoods of Indianapolis. While the physical landscape of
Indiana Avenue and IUPUI has
changed drama cally since the
mid-20th century, Thomas has kick
started the eﬀort to bring the
stories and contribu ons of the
Black community to the forefront
and celebrate their contribu ons to
Indianapolis. We look forward to
following the trail, Judith!
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Salon 2020
The Salon Society Commi ee con nues its hard work on this year’s Propylaeum Salon Society. A
virtual Salon Society event will be held on Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. and can be
accessed by cketholders via a link to a Zoom mee ng that they will receive. Rather than have one
ar st, this year’s Salon musical component will consist of four engaging taped performances.
The Silent Auc on component of this event will consist of an on-line auc on, which will be on line for
the week prior to the November 14 event. All bidders will be able to go on-line, view the items, and
place a bid. Bidders will automa cally be no fied when they have been outbid. Auc on items are
varied and include a two-night stay at the French Lick Springs Resort, a day of fishing with Terry
McWilliams, a signed limited-edi on print by ar st Lloyd Brooks, and a variety of gi cer ficates.
Although we won’t be mee ng in person this year, it will s ll be a wonderful event, and you will be
able to see your Prop friends via Zoom. The Salon Society is the Propylaeum’s major fundraiser and
allows us to fund our historic home’s upkeep and maintenance and con nue with Propylaeum
programs. Invita ons will be mailed in mid-October and will be followed by a special surprise home
delivery to a endees. For addi onal informa on about the Salon Society please contact Salon Chair
Cathy Michel at clmichel52@a .net or the Propylaeum oﬃce.

Thinking Outside the Box
COVID-19 has thrust the Propylaeum into one of it’s most diﬃcult years in recent memory.
The ability to hold in-person programs and to rent the facility for outside events has
stymied revenue and forced the staﬀ, board, and commi ees to think-outside-the-box.
Virtual programs allow the Prop to con nue to oﬀer top-notch programming and has
introduced the Propylaeum to new audiences who may not have visited the Propylaeum
in the past.
Using our outside space and the carriage house we were able to oﬀer new programs
including a concert on the porch featuring a string quartet from the ISO and Saturday
morning Yoga on the lawn. Three days a week the carriage house hosts a small group of
children and teacher for in-person and virtual learning. The Salon Society commi ee is
also planning a “Salon-in-a-box” to be delivered to your door!
What else can we do? Let us know what program you would like to see or would like to
create in a socially-distanced and safe way. Help us think-outside-the-box.

Aus n Hun ngton, principal cellist with
the ISO, performs at 2019 Salon program.

Opportuni es
Abound
Looking to get involved but don’t
know how to begin? Do you have a
special talent? The Prop has many
ways for you to get involved – at all
levels! We con nue to look for
board, commi ee and task force
members with a variety of me
commitments: monthly, a couple of
mes a year, or one- me needs.
Volunteers at events are always
welcome, whether checking people
in at the door, or helping with the
background technical work for a
virtual program. Please contact
Rose Wernicke,
rose.wernicke@thepropylaeum.org,
or Liz Ellis,
liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org, and
let’s chat about how we can work
together.
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T.C. Steele Portraits at Prop Day

CALENDAR

Join us for our October Virtual Prop
Day with David Steele. This presenta on will provide a brief introducon to several portraits painted by
Hoosier Group ar st Theodore
Clement Steele (1847 – 1926).
Known by many as an American
Impressionist painter and for his
Indiana landscapes, this presentaon will examine another important, but o en overlooked side
of Steele’s many talents. Portraits painted by Steele will include
poli cians, business leaders, educators, and the Propylaeum’s
own May Wright Sewall. Several portraits presented are not in
public view and this will provide a rare chance to see these portraits of people who have le a meaningful contribu on to Indianapolis.

All ac vi es listed in the calendar will be web‐only.
For more informa on and to register for programs
please visit our website www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents

October
8:
13:
19:
21:
27:
29:

David Steele is a lifelong Indianapolis resident who loves music,
literature, and history. He is a business execu ve, former college
professor, US Army veteran, and current board member of Indianapolis Classical Schools, and past board member of Friends of
T.C. Steele State Historic Site, Inc.

Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series
featuring Billie Dragoo. Contact Liz Ellis. 7 p.m.
Board of Directors Mee ng. Contact Rose
Wernicke. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Virtual Prop Day featuring David Steele. Noon.
Book Group. The Brave Escape of Edith Wharton by
Connie Nordhielm. Contact Cathy Michel. Noon.
Swing States Jazz Program. 7 p.m.

November
10:

To register please visit www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.

14:
16:
18:
24:

Board of Directors Mee ng. Contact Rose
Wernicke. 11:30 a.m.
Salon Society. 7 p.m. Contact Cathy Michel.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Virtual Prop Day featuring JoAn Sco . Noon.
Book Group. Before and A er by Judy Chris e and
Lisa Wingate. Contact Cathy Michel. Noon.

Flags Donated to Prop

For all upcoming events, follow us on:

Prop members Jane and Ma Stegemiller donated and raised
new U.S. and Indiana state flags.

Membership

October Birthdays

Ac ve Memberships contribute to the culture and social life of the
organiza on. Dues are par ally tax deduc ble and members may carry a
monthly account, receive a 30% facility rental discount for private events held
at the Propylaeum, receive special event pricing for Propylaeum Events, and
enjoy member benefits through Columbia Club reciprocity. Visit
thepropylaeum.org for more informa on.

13
13
23
31

Rose Wernicke
Sherry Watkins
Susan Brouille e
Cheryl Eyed

*We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have an
upcoming birthday or if we missed your birthday.

