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Marking a
Milestone
WHAT’S INSIDE

Festival of Trees Opening
Reception
Propylaeum suﬀragists a end opening
recep on.
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Celebrating Prop
Members
Marilyn Pecsok and Roni Embry have
something to celebrate!

As we celebrate the holidays and plan for
the new year, make plans to a end
suﬀrage centennial commemora on
programs and events. There is something
for everyone.
The Propylaeum has a wonderful schedule of programs to mark this important
milestone, as do so many other organizaons in Indianapolis and across Indiana.

Coming Events

For Propylaeum programs be sure to
watch your monthly Bulle n, for other
events, make it a prac ce to rou nely
check indianasuﬀrage100.org/events.

Find all events at the Propylaeum here or
by visi ng www.thepropylaeum.org/
upcomingevents.

Let’s mark this important milestone
together.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Historic Propylaeum brings women and
organiza ons together to learn, connect,
and grow promo ng individual and community
development.
IMPACT STATEMENT
The Indianapolis Propylaeum is a rich part of the
history of Indianapolis women. It has always
focused on providing a pla orm for women
to express cultural and intellectual ideas and
a con nuing opportunity to enhance our
community in every me period since 1888.

President’s Le er
While the excitement of the holidays fills the air at the end of the year, the
Prop Board mee ng agendas also provide opportuni es to celebrate. Dur‐
ing the last quarter, the board focuses on the Prop’s accomplishments in
the current year, and makes plans for the next and beyond. A review of
the Strategic Plan illustrates the amazing work of the members, staﬀ and
board, resul ng in successes for the organiza on. Thank you for all you do
for the Prop!
Rose Wernicke

OFFICERS
Rose Wernicke, President
pegg kennedy, Vice President
Susan Fasig, Treasurer
Chris ne Smith, Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Alex Barnstead
Veronica Embry
Jim Glass
Gloria Harbin
Paige Bova Kervan
Marjorie Kienle

Cathy Michel
Karen Pfeiﬀer
Debra Renkens
Melissa Smith
Tiﬀany Talbert

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facili es: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Susan Fasig
Financial Development: Jim Glass
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon
STAFF
Execu ve Director: Liz Ellis
Marke ng & Events Coordinator: LaurieAnne Wickens

Note from the Execu ve Director
Lead by Example
The Propylaeum Board of Directors believes in leading by example—and
what a tremendous leadership team you have. Did you know that each
year 100% of the Board makes a financial contribu on to the Propylaeum?
Because of strong leadership and with your support, the Propylaeum has
become more ac ve in the community and more financially responsible.
Through careful Board planning the Propylaeum has established:
 Signature Programming like the Marilyn K. Glick
Women’s Enrichment Series
 Maintenance Reserve Fund, for building maintenance needs
 Restore.1410, a restricted fund for building preserva on projects
 Propylaeum Legacy Endowment, to ensure that the Indianapolis
Propylaeum remains viable well into the future
This year, consider making a Leadership Gi of your own to the
Propylaeum—you’ll be in good company!
Have a happy and safe holiday season.
Liz Ellis
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Prop Day Tradition Returns
On Wednesday, December 18 the Propylaeum will welcome Ms. Celes ne Bloomfield for our Prop Day
Program. Bloomfield is a member of the Storytellers Guild of Indianapolis and is a re red teacher.
Bloomfield tells stories to all ages, and tailors performances for specific occasions. She promises enjoyable,
mul cultural folklore, holiday stories, and personal narra ves based around the holidays from her own cultural
perspec ve.
Also for Prop Day, by popular demand, we are reviving a Prop Christmas tradi on – a cookie and ornament
exchange. For years Prop members and guests enjoyed the scrump ous treats of fellow members and the excite‐
ment of receiving another beau ful ornament to add to their collec on.
For the cookie exchange, bring a dozen (or two or three!) of your favorite cookie or bar recipe. You may bring
a quality bakery item if you don’t want to bake, but please – no store bought cookies! In turn, you may choose a
dozen (or two or three!) of a variety of delicious treats other members have brought. You may bring your cook‐
ies on a disposable plate or container, and be sure to bring a container to hold the cookies you choose to take
home!
For the ornament exchange, please bring an ornament with a minimum value of $10.00, appropriately wrapped for the occasion. If you bring
an ornament, you may choose an ornament. Delight in watching everyone unwrap their surprises.
You can par cipate in one or both of these fun exchanges, or none at all and just come to delight in the fes vi es and admire the beauty of the
Propylaeum in its Christmas splendor.

For reserva ons please contact LaurieAnne Perez at l.wickens@thepropylaeum.org r visit www.thepropylaeum.org/upcoming events.

Marilyn Pecsok and Roni Embry
Propylaeum members come from a variety of ages,
interests and backgrounds. This month we celebrate
Marilyn Pecsok and Roni Embry; each had a big day
on
November 19. Marilyn celebrated her 90th birthday
Roni led 17,000 teachers in the Red for Ed rally at the
Statehouse, and later joining the fes vi es for
Marilyn.
Roni met Marilyn, a 25‐year member, when she joined the Prop a few years ago. According to
Roni, “it was love at first sight.” The two have bonded in the intervening years, all because the
Prop provided the opportunity for the two to meet.
Congratula ons Marilyn and Roni!

Pages at the Prop
On Thursday, Nov. 21, Prop member Kassie
Ritman presented her books “Meridian Street”
and “Meridian Whispers” to a large crowd at the
Propylaeum. With insight and whimsy, Ritman
entertained the crowd with stories from the origi‐
nal residents and some current residents of His‐
toric Meridian Street in Indianapolis.
Our next Pages at the Prop will be held on
Thursday, Feb. 27 and feature Nancy Van Arsdale and her book “The Thousandth
Telling.”

Investment
Group
Ever wonder what happens at
Investment Group? Join us on
January 20, at 10:00 a.m. for a
greater understanding of how
we learn about the market and
individual stocks, and o en
earn profits . A yearly
investment minimum of $400
each keeps us buying and
selling. For more informa on,
please contact Cheryl Eyed at
eyed@a .net.

“Ain’t I a Woman”

O

n November 7, a diverse group of women gathered at the Propylaeum for “Ain’t I a Woman: The Evolu on of Women in
Poli cs,” part of the Spirit & Place Fes val. Par cipants discussed the women’s suﬀrage movement and vo ng rights, a er
an introduc on by author and speaker, Tamara Winfrey‐Harris. The Indianapolis women’s Chorus performed at the
beginning of the program.

Suffragists Represented at
Reception
Propylaeum suﬀragists made a statement at the opening recep on for the Indiana Historical Society’s Fes val of Trees held on
November 15. The Propylaeum sponsored tree, “The Suﬀragists Gi ,” was designed by Bev Watkins. Cindy Dillman assisted with
decora ons and Diane Tolliver assisted with research on Indiana suﬀragists.
Propylaeum’s founder May Wright Sewall, and others are highlighted in framed photos filling the tree decorated in appropriate
colors of purple, white, and gold.
Cindy Dillman, Bev Watkins, Sherry Watkins, and Nora Spitznogle
portrayed suﬀragists and posed for photos, answered ques ons, and
encouraged a endees to “Vote for Tree #9” throughout the evening.
Many Propylaeum members and friends a ended the recep on in
support of this beau ful monument to women’s suﬀrage.
The popular Fes val of Trees at the Eugene and Marilyn Glick
Indiana History Center runs through January 4 and features a won‐
derland of over 80 elaborately themed holiday trees sponsored by
various Indianapolis organiza ons.

Fun Friday to Visit FesƟval of Trees
Propylaeum members and friends will visit the Eugene and
Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center on December 13 to tour the
Fes val of Trees. Meet at the Indiana History Center at 10:30 a.m.
The group will have lunch in the Starlight Café a erwards. Tickets are
$13 and can be purchased at the door. IHS members are free
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Don’t want to bother with cooking for your family of fifty? Dread cleaning
up after your holiday event? Just need a place for your family to stay
while they’re in town for your party? The Propylaeum is the perfect
location for your holiday dinner party, luncheon, overnight stays, corporate event, or reception. Dates are still available for weekdays and select weekends. Call 317-638-7881 x 4 or e-mail
l.wickens@thepropylaeum.org for pricing and availability- members
receive 30% off all private event rentals.

BookYourParty

New Member Open
House
Thursday, January 23 the Membership Commi ee will host the
New Member Open House for all new members to the
Propylaeum. New members will learn how their membership
supports the mission of the Propylaeum as well as how to make
the most of their membership and ways to get involved.
All new members and their guests are welcome to a end. More
informa on will be provided at the beginning of the year.
If you would like to help with this event, please contact Lauri‐
eAnne Perez at l.wickens@thepropylaeum.org or call 317‐638‐
7881 x.4

CALENDAR
December
4:
10:
13:
16:
18:
31:

Propylaeum Holiday Open House. 4 p.m.
Board of Directors Mee ng. 11:30 a.m.
Fun Friday. Indiana Historical Society Fes val of Trees.
10:30 a.m.
Investment Group. 10 a.m.
Prop Day Luncheon & Program. Noon.
Murder Mystery Dinner.

January
10:
11:
14:
15:
20
23:
28:

Fun Friday. TBD.
Prop Bridal Open House
Board of Directors Mee ng. 11:30 a.m.
Prop Day Luncheon & Program. Noon.
Investment Group. 10 a.m.
New Member Open House. 5 p.m.
Book Group. Noon.

February
11:
14:
19:
20:

Board of Directors Mee ng. 11:30 a.m.
Valen ne’s Dinner at the Prop.
Prop Day Luncheon and Program. Noon.
Women’s Enrichment Series Featuring Jennifer Pope
Baker. 5 p.m.
21‐22: Indianapolis Women’s Chorus Concert.
25:
Book Group. Noon.
27:
Pages at the Prop Featuring Nancy Van Arsdale “The
Thousandth Telling.” 5:30 p.m.

For all upcoming events, follow us on:

Membership

December Birthdays

Ac ve memberships contribute to the culture and social life
of the organiza on. Dues are par ally tax deduc ble and
members may carry a monthly account, receive a 30% facility rental discount
for private events held at the Propylaeum, receive special event pricing for
Propylaeum events, and enjoy member benefits through Columbia Club
reciprocity. Visit thepropylaeum.org for more informa on.

2
14
18
30

Carol Egan
Karen Pfeiﬀer
Sue Morreale
Clara woodard

* We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have a coming
birthday or if we missed your birthday.

