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Holiday Open
House
WHAT’S INSIDE

Historic Neighborhoods Program
Conclusion of our 2021 Historic
Neighborhoods of Indianapolis programs.
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The Propylaeum in 2021
A quick look back at a year of challenges and growth.

Join us at the Propylaeum as we
kick-off the holiday season with our
annual Holiday Open House. Stop by
for a glass of wine, hors d’oeuvres,
and cheer!
Bring your family and friends and
tour of our beautifully decorated
Victorian mansion. Doors open at
4:30 p.m.
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Coming Events

Special musical performance by Asha
Worthy.

Find all events at the Propylaeum
here or by visiting
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs.

COVID-19 vaccination required. Masks strongly
recommended.
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BULLETIN

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
MISSION STATEMENT
The place that connects and celebrates women.
GOALS
A welcoming place for women to use their voice,
inspire leadership, connect with others, and continue
the legacy of women supporting women.
Programs that offer opportunities for enrichment,
education, exploration, culture, and community.
Preserve and maintain the place that has been the
home for women since 1923.
OFFICERS
Rose Wernicke, President
Susan Fasig, Vice President/President Elect
Lisa Hague, Treasurer
Angela Stephens Tarter, Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Megan Anderson
Alex Barnstead
Veronica Embry
pegg kennedy
Marjorie Kienle

President’s Letter
An article in the Indianapolis News on December 31, 1921, discusses the impending takeover of the Propylaeum building on North Street to make way for
the Indiana War Memorial. After 33 years in the “woman’s building,” it was
time for a new home.

For 98 years, we have resided in our current home on Delaware Street and we
are proud to continue the legacy that started on North Street. Although the
COVID pandemic has interrupted gathering in person, I think our foremothers
would be proud on how we have found ways to fulfill our mission of connecting
and celebrating women through arts and culture, women’s leadership, and
historic preservation. Thank you for your continued support and participation
in these endeavors!
Happy Holidays!
Rose Wernicke

Karen Pfeiffer
Debra Renkens
Barb Richardson
Melissa Smith

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
External Relations: Barb Richardson
Governance: Alex Barnstead
Facilities: Rose Wernicke
Finance and Audit: Lisa Hague
Financial Development: Megan Anderson &
Susan Fasig
Membership Services & Recruitment: Cathy Michel
Outreach: Joanne Solomon
STAFF
Executive Director: Liz Ellis
Marketing & Events Coordinator: Julia Black
Facilities Manager: Janice Radford
Newsletter Editor: Liz Ellis

Note from the Executive Director
An Open Invitation to the Propylaeum
The Propylaeum is once again decorated for the holidays from the first floor
through the third floor. Trees, greenery, candles and more add a warm and
cheerful air to our beautiful Victorian mansion. I hope you can join us at our
Holiday Open House on Dec. 9 beginning at 4:30 p.m. to see the house in all of
it’s holiday splendor.

If you, or a small group, would like to see the house fully decorated for the
holidays but aren’t comfortable in a large group, please call or email. We are
happy to open the doors for a private tour. 317-638-7881x5 or
liz.ellis@thepropylaeum.org
Have a wonderful holiday season and a very happy new year.

Liz Ellis

2021 Annual Holiday Open House
Join us at the Propylaeum as we kick-off the
holiday season with our annual Holiday Open
House. Stop by for a glass of wine, hors
d’oeuvres, and cheer!
Bring your family and friends and tour of our
beautifully decorated Victorian mansion.
Doors open at 4:30 pm. Special musical
performance by Asha Worthy.
Register at www.thepropylaeum.org/
programs
COVID-19 vaccination required. Please have
vaccination card and ID available. Masks strongly
recommended.

The Propylaeum Receives Grant from Indiana Humanities
Along with Payroll Protection Program funds, the Propylaeum has received a $10,000 Operating Support Grant from Indiana
Humanities. The funding was provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) through the American Rescue Plan
(ARP) Act of 2021.
The Propylaeum’s eligibility for the grant is a result of our mission of providing humanities programming to the public, by offering
participants the opportunity to explore, learn and discuss the human experience. At Pages at the Prop, Prop Day, Women’s
Enrichment Series, and Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis, we host authors, filmmakers, musicians, and playwrights,
historians and architectural specialists who inspire our audiences to reflect on historic context as it shapes trends in life today. As
the stewards of a historic property, we convey history through place, offering context to the history of architecture, Indianapolis,
and social and cultural trends of the late-19th and early-20th centuries.

Glass to Present on Historic Architecture
Join architectural historian Dr.
James Glass for a pictorial journey through Indianapolis architecture from 1880-1920.
Glass’s illustrated presentation
will take attendees through
decades of building innovation
shaped by developments in
transportation, from the late
nineteenth-century steam railroad era, to the advent of the
automobile.
Based on a forthcoming book
by Glass about the first
century of Indianapolis
architecture, “Architecture in
Indianapolis, 1880-1920,” is an official event of the Indianapolis Bicentennial.
Make your reservation online indyarchitecturetalk21.eventbrite.com, or by
calling 317-639-4534. The presentation will take place on Monday, November
8, from 6– 7 p.m. at Indiana Landmarks Center, 1201 Central Avenue,

Indianapolis Council of Women
The Indianapolis Council of Women will meet at the Propylaeum on Nov. 9
at 10 a.m. Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. Propylaeum members are
welcome to attend.

It is Time
for a Sign!
When talking with people about the
Propylaeum, how often have you heard,
“I drive by there all the time and never
knew it was there?” Although the
Propylaeum has resided on Delaware
Street for nearly 100 years, we are still
the best kept secret in Indianapolis.
We plan to remedy the situation by
raising the funds at this year’s Salon
Gala auction to erect a sign in the yard.
A well-designed sign will signify our
place along Delaware Street, with our
commercial and nonprofit neighbors.
The cost of the sign will be approximately $25,000, to cover permitting,
electrical and construction.
For Salon tickets please visit
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs
To register for the online auction
https://one.bidpal.net/salonsociety/
welcome
Or text SALONSOCIETY to 243725

Speaker for this event will be Brian Ropes, President, HVAF (Helping
Veterans and Families).
Cost is $25. RSVP to Joanne Solomon at jsjgsolo@aol.com or by calling 317257-4727
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WES In-Person in February

The Marilyn K. Glick Women’s Enrichment Series will once
again be in-person on February 17, 2022 with a VIP reception
beginning at 5 p.m. Tickets are available at
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs

The Propylaeum in 2021
2021 was another year of uncertainty and challenges. The Propylaeum is slowly bringing back in-person programs with Prop Day
Afternoon Socials, the Holiday Open House, the Holiday Tea, and the Women’s Enrichment Series. Moving forward an online
option for many of our programs will be available as we
continue to grow new audiences .
Through a tremendous amount of hard work by
staff, board, and committees, Propylaeum
programs including Salon, Pages at the Prop, WES,
May Wright Sewall Award, and Historic
Neighborhoods of Indianapolis have attracted
individuals from across not just central Indiana,
but the nation.
With a diverse range of speakers and programs,
and nearly 1,000 new program attendees,
Propylaeum membership is growing and the number of individuals donating to the Propylaeum is
increasing as well.
Everyday, more people in Indianapolis are discovering the Propylaeum. Women across central Indiana are finding out what you
already know, the Propylaeum is the place in Indianapolis for women to meet, share experiences, and attend top-notch programs focusing on women’s leadership, arts and culture and historic preservation.
Your continued support of the Propylaeum has not only made it possible for the Propylaeum to survive the last two years, it is
the foundation on which we continue to grow.
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Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis:
A Beginner’s Guide to Indianapolis—Block by Block
Jeremy Kranowitz shares his first-hand
experiences and insights of living in
several neighborhoods (both historic
and non-historic) around the city as he
began his tenure as President and CEO
of Keep Indianapolis Beautiful. His quest
was to “find the people, the culture and
the food that is celebrated across the
City.” Hear interesting tidbits and fascinating stories revealed during his journey.
He’ll share an added perspective on neighborhood greenspace work
and tree plantings.
Join us on Wednesday, December 2 at 7 p.m. Register at
www.thepropylaeum.org/programs

CALENDAR
For more information and to register for programs
please visit our website www.thepropylaeum.org/
programs

December
2:
8:
9:
14:

15:
20:

Historic Neighborhoods of Indianapolis: A
Beginner’s Guide to Indianapolis. 7 p.m.
Holiday Open House. 4:30 p.m.-6:30p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting. 11:30 a.m.
Book Group. Everything I Never Told You by
Celeste Ng. Noon.
Prop Day Holiday Tea. Noon
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.

January
13:
17:
25:

Board of Directors Meeting. 11:30 a.m.
Investment Group. Contact Diane Tolliver. 10 a.m.
Book Group. The Dutch House by Ann Patchett.
Contact Cathy Michel. Noon.

Indianapolis Council of Women
ICW will host a special holiday meeting at the Propylaeum on
Tues., Dec. 7 beginning at 10 a.m. Sven Schumacher will be
the featured speaker and will be talking about Christmas traditions from Germany.
The meeting will include lunch and a silent auction of member's jewelry , Christmas ornaments, and holiday decorations. Bring items to auction!
The fee is $25 and reservations are required. Contact Joanne
Solomon at 317/257-4737 or jsjgsolo@aol.com
Prop members and friends stopped by the Propylaeum for our
Prop Day Social and brought with them donations of spices for
Second Helpings and hats, gloves, and scarves for School 27.
For all upcoming events, follow us on:

Membership
Active Memberships contribute to the culture and social life of the
organization. Dues are partially tax deductible and members may
carry a monthly account, receive a 30% facility rental discount for
private events held at the Propylaeum, receive special event pricing
for Propylaeum Events, and enjoy member benefits through Columbia
Club reciprocity. Visit thepropylaeum.org for more information.

December Birthdays
12 Kassie Ritman
14 Karen Pfeiffer
18 Sue Morreale
30 Clara Woodard
*We love to honor our members. Please let us know if you have an upcoming
birthday or if we missed your birthday.

